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By ROBERT WALTERS"
) ., Star Staff Writer
The government's failure to
fully investigate reports of
unidentified  flying  objects
stems, in large measure, from a

1633 Central Intelligence Agency

proposal for a systematic ‘‘de-
bunking of flying saucers,” an
Arizona scientist said yesterday.

Dr. James E. McDonald said .-

the government has refused to
deciassify a 14-year-old report
whicn contains the CIA recom-
mendation and also lists as the
objective of the proposal “to

reduce public interest in flying -

saucers.” .. -

McDonald told the American

JFO Debunki
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ue’ the document’s secret classi-

_fication. .
.- McDonald, a scnior physicist
at the University of Arizona's

- Institute of Atmospheric Phys-.{

ics, said the disputed report was
the result of a 1953 study of

"UFOs by a commitlee chaircd i

by H. P. Robertson, theoretical
physicist at the California
Institute of Technology.

McDonald said the committee
*study was “a pivotal point in

~ UFO history” hecause “instead
I of a recommendation that the

problem to be takcn out of Air

scieniiic
adequate study"’ the study group

. some

. “Ftime that there was a possibility
B ithat flying saucers might have
“fheen developed by a hostile

Idoreign power,

Force hands and turned over to .
agency for:

149R000500070003-0

Security was necessary, they
.said, to give government intelli-
fence officers an opportunity to
check on that possibility without
alarming the public, but all such:
iheories have since been dis-'
counted.

McDonald also charged that
the country has ‘“been misled”
about flying saucers "and that
the  UFO problem ‘“has been
‘mishandled for many years” but
he said that ‘scientific and
official concern is beginning to
change.” -~

He said that Project Blue
:Book, the Air Force unit as-
ysigned  to investigate UFO
.yreports, ‘‘has been gradually

(downgraded to an extremely
low-priority project.” '

_The problem has been “super-|
ficially ~and  incompetently
Jandled by the Air Force,” Mc-

Donald said, calling for a “‘full
and fair congressional inquiry”
and a probe by top-caliber AP
scientists all over the world.” CoY
The recently granted $300,000
r Force contract for.an 18- A
|month study of UFOs by Dr.| , . '
;Edward U. Condon, former| g

“adopted the C"4 »ronssal,
“Idonoticy -thicasadark

and sinister 7 91 ol a covert

body trying :a cdeceive ihe |

“Society of Newspaper Editors
-that he' was ‘inadvertently ‘al- .
lowed to examine the @lassified -
report by  Air Force officials , Pody 2
» N @ 1 .
before the.lglﬁ d_e cu_ied‘ to contin- ‘citizenry of i i Rather, ,Ai
the reason bel.ud iiis regretia-!
ble decision was entively under-

i

O

standable when soen frem al Girector of the National Bureau

solcly nations  scouvily View-l of Standards and now a physics | o '

.point,” MeDon:  suid. professor at the Universiy of IR
“Viewed  arrawiy  {rom) Colorado, is a good start, Mc- L

security viewpoiis, it made; Donald said, “but they have not

good sense v gei lhis noise|itaken the problem seriously S

- (UFO reports’ suppressed. It|ienough to muster the scientific

.. has indeed ‘icen wiiectively {Istrength to do justice to the
“ suppressed in the ensuing 13 iproblem.” :
" years,” he added. ;v" Air Force Maj. Hector Quin- o
McDonald said that he knew j tanilla, in charge of Project - e

" of *no'evidence indicating that{ Blue Book, was. onenf twn roen. e

' the CIA then maintained, or now . appeafing on the ASNE panel ‘

] -
' maintains, any scientific scruti- "\ " ‘g v

S . sputed McDonald's views,
1 ny of the delails of the UFOiHe lold the editors:
|
3

* - "phenomena.” . “To date the fi lusi
-~ CIA officials told a reporter j ook ares O L
" the 1053  action apparent] y!:of'J‘E’rOcht Blue.Book_ ?l‘e. _
. stemmed from & belief at thel 1. 'No unidentified flying N
e e , vobject reported, investigated
LT TR e emeeee—— and evaluated by the Air Force
IR : . ‘has ever given any indication of
S e threat to our national security.
N ' "2, There has been no evi- P
Rt ©+ - «dence submitted to or discov- R
e : ‘ered by the Air Force that| = '’
O , sightings  characterized ~ as| -~ .M
L e  unidentified represent technolog-{ .~ '+ :
‘ical developments or principles "
‘ g . fbeyond the range of present-day
- scientific knowledge.
‘ “3. There has been no evi-
dence indicating that sightings
categorized as unidentified are
extra-terrestrial vehicles.”
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